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credit of this bearer, Sir Andrew Flammock. Beseeching you that
the two Colonels may, to encourage them, receive their thanks
accordingly. At the writing hereof, I take occasion to wish that
when you were here and desired to see a skirmish, I could have
showed you the like of this day's encounter.
There was taken by the enemy a vessel laden with spades and
shovels, but all the pioneers embarked are arrived here safely,
albeit without any letter of direction.
Salerno most humbly contenteth himself with his Majesty's
order. He desireth only his Majesty's letters to recover such soldiers
as are embezzled hence by the new Captains.
I rejoice with you the taking of Courteney. In the grace that
God hath given our Master, never yet attempt of treason against
his Royal Person took effect.
Finally, I recommend unto you poor Sir Andrew Flammock.
His service, as I observe in the town and field, hath been always
of such sort as me thinketh he that well deserved to be defended
from poverty now in his old days. . . .
And thus wishing you that which your gentle heart most
desireth, I bid you heartily well to fare. From Boulogne, 15 March,
1546.
Your assured loving friend,
H. Surrey.24
In this letter are indications that Surrey's command at
Boulogne was not without difficulties, but there is no hint that
he thought his position insecure. Nor did he receive any warn-
ing from the following letter, which the Privy Council ad-
dressed to him on 21 March:
After our right hearty commendations:
The King's Majesty (having well considered such letters touch-
ing the fortifications of Boulogne as have been written from
thence, and also such information as hath been given unto his
Highness by mouth here by your Lordship)23 has noted some
danger to be thought imminent by you in works appointed to be
done at Boulogne. Considering that you can not be so well able
by writing to express your minds in those matters to the under-
standing of his Majesty as if you were here present to say, and to
hear again what can be said, in that behalf, his Highness hath
14 P.R.O., Fr. Corres., VI, 18; printed by Nott, p. 220.
25 See above, Cb. VH,note 35, p. 146.